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“..With one passionate spasm the French people cried "Never again!"

But the future was heavy with foreboding. The population of France was less than two-thirds that of Germany. The French population was stationary, while die German grew. In a decade or less die annual flood of German youth reaching die military age must be double that of France. Germany had fought nearly the whole world, almost single-handed, and she had almost conquered. Those who knew the most knew best the several occa​sions when die result of the Great War had trembled in the balance, and the accidents and chances which had turned the fateful scale. What prospect was there in the future that the Great Allies would once again appear in their millions upon the battlefields of France or in die East? Russia was in ruin and convulsion, transformed beyond all semblance of the past. Italy might be upon the opposite side. Great Britain and the United States were separate by the seas or oceans from Europe. The British Empire itself seemed knit together by ties which none but its citizens could understand. What combination of events could ever bring back again to France and Flanders the formidable Canadians of die Vimy Ridge; the glorious Australians of Villers-Bretonneux; the .dauntless New Zealanders of the crater-fields of Passchendaele; the steadfast Indian Corps which in the cruel winter of 1914 had held the line by Armentières? When again would peaceful, careless, anti-militarist Britain tramp the plains of Artois and Picardy with armies of two or three million men? When again would the ocean bear two million of the splendid manhood of America to Champagne and the Argonne? Worn down, double decimated, but undisputed masters of the hour, die French nation peered into the future in thankful wonder and haunting dread. Where then was that SECURITY without which all -that had been gained seemed valueless, and life itself, even amid the rejoicings of victory, was almost unendurable? The mortal need was Security at all costs and by all methods, however stern or even harsh.

                                                ******************************

On Armistice Day the German armies had marched homeward in good order. "They fought well." said Marshal Foch, Generalissimo of the Allies, with the laurels bright upon his brow, speaking in soldierly mood: "let them keep their weapons." But he demanded that the French frontier should henceforth be the Rhine. Germany might be disarmed; her military system shivered in fragments; her fortresses dismantled: Germany might be impoverished; she might be loaded with measureless indemnities; she might become a prey to internal feuds: but all this would pass in ten years or twenty. The indestructible might "of all the. German tribes" would rise once more and the unquenched fires of warrior Prussia glow and burn again. But the Rhine, the broad, deep, swift-flowing Rhine, once hold and fortified by the French Army, would be a barrier and a shield behind which France could dwell and breathe for generations. Very different were the sentiments and views of the- English-speaking world, without whose aid France must have succumbed. The territorial provi​sions of die Treaty of Versailles left Germany practically intact. She still remained the largest homogeneous racial block in Europe. When Marshal Foch heard of the signing of the Peace Treaty of Versailles he observed with singular accuracy: "This is not Peace. It is an Armistice for twenty years."




**********************
The economic clauses of the Treaty were malignant and silly to an extent that made them. obviously futile. Germany was condemned to pay reparations on a fabulous scale. These dictates gave expression to the anger of the victors and to the failure of their peoples to understand that no defeated nation or community can ever pay tribute on a scale which would meet the cost of modern war.

The multitudes remained plunged in ignorance of the simplest economic facts, and their leaders, seeking their votes, did not dare to undeceive them. The newspapers, after their fashion, reflected and emphasized the pervading opinions. Few voices were raised to explain that payment of reparations can only be made by services or by the physical transportation of goods in wagons across land frontiers or in ships across salt water; or that when these goods arrive in die demanding countries they dislocate the local industry except in very primitive or rigorously-controlled societies. In practice, as even the Russians have now learned, the only way of pillaging a defeated nation is to cart away any movables which are wanted, and to drive off a portion of its manhood as permanent or temporary slaves. But the profit gained from such processes bears no relation to the cost of the war. No one in great authority had the wit, ascendancy, or detachment from public folly to declare these fundamental, brutal facts to the electorates; nor would anyone have been believed if he had. The triumphant Allies continued to assert that they would squeeze Germany "till the pips squeaked". All this had a potent bearing on die prosperity of the world and the mood of the German rate.

In fact, however, these clauses were never enforced. On the contrary, whereas about £1,000 millions of German assets were appropriated by the victorious Powers, more than £1,500 millions were lent a few years later to Germany principally by the United States and Great Britain, thus enabling die ruin of the war to be rapidly repaired in Germany. As this apparently magnanimous process was still accompanied by die machine-made howling of the unhappy and embittered populations in die victorious coun​tries, and the assurances of their statesmen that Germany should be made to pay "to the uttermost farthing", no gratitude or goodwill was to be expected or reaped.

Germany only paid, or was only able to pay, the indemnities later extorted because the United States was profusely lending money to Europe, and especially to her. In fact, during the three years 1926 to 1929 the United States was receiving back in the form of debt-installment indemnities from all quarters about fifth of the money which she was lending to Germany with no chance of repayment. However, everybody seemed pleased and appeared to think this might go on forever.

History will characterize all these transactions as insane. They helped to breed both the martial curse and the "economic blizzard", of which more later Germany now borrowed in all directions, swallowing greedily every credit which was lavishly offered her. Misguided sentiment about aiding die vanquished nation, coupled with a profitable rate of interest on these loans, led British investors to participate, though on a much smaller scale than those of the United States. Thus Germany gained about fifteen hundred million pounds sterling in loans as against the one thousand millions of indemnities which she paid in one form or another by surrender of capital assets and valuta in foreign countries, or by juggling with the enormous American loans. All this is a sad story of complicated idiocy in the making of which much toil and virtue was consumed.

The second cardinal tragedy was the complete break-up of the Austro-Hungarian Empire by the Treaties of St. Germane and Trianon. For centuries this surviving embodiment of the Holy Roman Empire had afforded a common life, with advantages in trade and security, to a large number of peoples, none of whom in our own time had the strength or vitality to stand by themselves in the face of pressure from a revivified Germany or Russia. All these races wished to break away from die Federal or Imperial structure, and to encourage their desires was deemed a liberal policy. The Balkanisation of South-eastern Europe proceeded apace, with the consequent relative aggrandizement of Prussia and the German Reich, which, though tired and war-scarred, was intact and locally overwhelming. There is not one of the peoples or provinces that constituted the Empire of the Habsburgs to whom gaining their independence has not brought the tortures which ancient poets and theologians had reserved for the damned. The noble capital of Vienna, the home of so much long-defended culture and tradition, the centre of so many roads, rivers, and railways, was left stark and starving, like a great emporium in an impoverished district whose inhabitants have mostly departed. The victors imposed upon the Germans all the long-sought ideals of the liberal nations of the 'West. They were relieved from the burden of compulsory military service and from the need of keeping up heavy armaments. The enormous American loans were presently pressed upon them, though they had no credit. A democratic constitution, in accordance with all the latest improvements, was established at Weimar. Emperors having been driven out, nonentities were elected. Beneath this flimsy raged the passions of the mighty, defeated, but substantially uninjured German nation..The prejudice of the Americans against monarchy, which Mr. Lloyd George made no attempt to counteract, had made it clear to the beaten Empire that it would have better treatment from the Allies as a republic than as a monarchy. Wise policy would have crowned and fortified the Weimar Republic with a constitutional sovereign in the person of an grandson of the Kaiser, under a Council of Regency. Instead, a gaping void was opened in the national life of the German people. All the strong elements, military and feudal, which might have rallied to a constitutional monarchy and for its sake respected and sustained the new democratic and Parliamentary processes, were for the time being unhinged. The Weimar Republic, with all its liberal trappings and blessings, was regarded as an imposition of the enemy. It could not hold the loyalties or the imagination of the German people. For a spell they sought to ding as in desperation to the aged Marshal Hindenburg. Thereafter mighty forces were adrift, the void was open, and into that void after a pause there strode a maniac of ferocious genius, the repository and expression of the most virulent hatreds that have ever corroded the human breast—Corporal Hitler.”
 . 



	Recommendation for didactical works:

(German proposal): 

1. Untersuchen Sie

a) Churchills Rolle und Bedeutung in der Zeit des Ersten Weltkriegs

b) Seinen politischen Weg in den Jahren nach dem Ersten Weltkrieg

Überlegen Sie welche Gründe ihn zum Schreiben seiner Memoiren gebracht haben könnten

2. Werten Sie die Aussagen Churchills: 

a)  Welche Voraussagen für die Zeit nach dem Ende des Ersten Weltkriegs macht er in  seiner Rückschau?

b)  Kann seiner Aussage zugestimmt werden, „Deutschland hatte beinahe gesiegt“?          
a) Wie stellt Churchill die Bedeutung des britischen  Empires für die Vorgänge in  Europa und der Welt im Ersten Weltkrieg dar? Welche Absicht könnte er damit für die nachfolgende Zeit verbunden haben?

b) Wie ist seine Aussage über die britische Politik und den britischen Charakter zu werten?

3. Wie stellt Churchill die französische Politik nach dem Sieg dar und wie wird dieser gewichtet? Welche Maßnahmen wurden gegenüber Deutschland vorgesehen?

4. .


a) Inwieweit könnte Churchills Sichtweise Deutschland sei „so gut wie unversehrt“ geblieben  zugestimmt werden?
b) Wie würden solche Argumente in Deutschland selbst gesehen worden sein?

c) Stimmen Sie der von ihm zitierten Aussage von Marschall Foch zu? Welche militärischen Maßnahmen der französischen Politik könnten eine Folge dieser Meinung sein?

5. Wie beurteilt Churchill die finanziellen Regelungen des Versailler Vertrags? Inwieweit sieht er hierin eine der Wurzeln der Weltwirtschaftskrise?

6. a) Warum kommt Churchill bei der Beurteilung der Weimarer Republik und Ihrer Akteure zu einer so negativen Aussage? Was waren die innen- und außenpolitischen Probleme für das Scheitern der Weimarer Republik? 

b) Inwieweit könnte er sich bei seinem Urteil über die Ablöse der Monarchie auf  Parallelen in Deutschland nach 1945 berufen? 

c) Wie ist seine Aussage über „liberale Dekorationsstücke“ zu werten?

8) Welche Aussagen macht Churchill über die Zerstörung der österreichisch-ungarischen Monarchie?
9)  Inwieweit gibt Churchill den entscheidenden Politikern des Versailler Vertrags und der übrigen Pariser Vororteverträge eine Mitschuld am Ausbruch des Zweiten Weltkriegs?

10) Analysieren Sie den letzten Absatz, besonders auch die Bezeichnung Hitlers als „der Gefreite Hitler“. Auf wen könnte sich Churchill dabei berufen haben?

Arbeitsvorschläge:  Jürgen Kummetat

French proposal:

Pistes de travail et questions concernant le document: 

1. Décrivez :

a) le rôle de Churchill et son importance à l’époque de la Première guerre mondiale, 

b) sa carrière politique au cours des années après la Première guerre mondiale 

Analysez dans ce contexte les raisons qui le motivent à écrire ses mémoires. 
2. Analysez de manière critique les déclarations de Churchill sur les suites ä la Première Guerre mondiale (environ  des lignes  8 à 19) :

c)  Les prévisions à partir de la fin de la Première guerre mondiale  qui apparaissent dans sa rétrospective.

d) Peut-on approuver sa déclaration par laquelle il dit « l’Allemagne a failli gagner »? 

a) De quelle manière et avec quels arguments  Churchill explique-t-il l’importance de l’Empire britannique sur le cours des événements en Europe et dans le monde?  Quelle analyse faites- vous de ses intentions pour la période qui a suivi. 

b) Analysez ses déclarations concernant  la politique britannique ainsi que  le caractère britannique. 

3. De quelle manière Churchill juge-t-il la politique française après la victoire et comment la présente t elle ? Quelles étaient les mesures à prendre et à prévoir à l’égard de l’Allemagne ?

a) Selon Churchill « l’Allemagne est restée pratiquement intacte» Dans quelle mesure peut on approuver cette déclaration ? 

b) Analysez comment de tels arguments auraient été perçus en Allemagne. 

c) Pourriez-vous approuver la thèse du Maréchal Foch, citée par Churchill ? Quelles mesures militaires de la politique française illustrent  ce point de vue ?

6. Quel est le jugement de Churchill concernant les règlements financiers du traité de Versailles ? Quels sont les arguments qui lui permettent de dire que ces règlements financiers sont une des  causes de la crise économique mondiale ? 

7 a) Quelles pourraient être les causes d’un jugement si négatif fait par Churchill à l‘ égard de la république de Weimar et de ses acteurs ? Quelles étaient les problèmes dans les secteurs de la politique intérieure comme extérieure, responsables de l’échec de la république de Weimar? 

b) En quelle sorte avait-il pu se référer, dans son jugement après 1945, sur l’abolition de la monarchie à des parallèles en Allemagne? 

c) Comment jugez-vous ses déclarations sur des « pièces de décoration libérales »? Comment Churchill juge-t-il la destruction de la monarchie austro - hongroise ? 

11) Comment Churchill juge-t-il les politiciens à l’origine du traité de Versailles et des traités de la banlieue parisienne ? Quels arguments utilise-t-il lorsqu’il les accuse de complicité dans le déclenchement de la Deuxième guerre mondiale ? 

12) Analysez le dernier paragraphe du texte en vous référant aussi au nom symbolique de Hitler « le caporal Hitler“. A quelle notion similaire  aurait – il pu se référer?  
English proposal:

Work avenues and questions relating to the document.

1 .Describe :

a. Churchill’s role and his importance during the First World War.

b.  His political career after the First World War years. 

c. Analyze in that context the reasons that urge him to write his memoirs. 

2. Analyze in a critical way Churchill’s statements on the First World War aftermaths (from about line 8 to 19)

3. The predictions from the end of the First World War that appear in his retrospective. 
4. Can we approve of his following statement: “Germany nearly won“? 

a)  What arguments are used by Churchill and how are they used to explain the major role of the British Empire in the course of the events in Europe and all over the world? How do you analyze his intentions about the period that followed.
b) Analyze his statements concerning the British policy and the British nature too.
           How does Churchill judge the French policy after the victory and how does he present it.

           What were the actions to take and to plan towards Germany?
6) a) According to  Churchill « Germany  practically remained intact » - To what extent can you approve of this statement ? 

b) Analyze how such arguments would have been perceived in Germany. 

c) Could you agree with Marshall Foch’s thesis, quoted by Churchill? What military actions of the French policy illustrate this point of view?
7. What is Churchill’s judgement about the Financial payments of the Treaty of Versailles – What are the arguments that enable Churchill to say that these financial payments were one the causes for the World economic crisis ?

8 a). What could be the causes of such a negative opinion given by Churchill towards the Republic of Weimar and its actors? What were the problems in the fields of home or foreign policy responsible for the defeat of the Weimar Republic? 

b) Why does   Churchill, in the analyses made after WW2, draw parallels with the abolishment of the Monarchy in Germany, in November 1918?
 c) What do you think of his statement on “liberal trappings and blessings »? How does Churchill judge the destruction of the Austro-Hungarian Monarch ? 

9 How does Churchill judge the politicians who are the cause of the Treaty of Versailles and of the Treaties of the Parisian suburbs? What are the arguments he use when he accuses those politicians of complicity in the launching of the Second World War? 
10 Analyze the last paragraph of the text, taking into account the symbolic name of Hitler: “ Corporal Hitler”. To what other similar notion could he have referred to ? 
Pistes de travail proposées par : Jürgen Kummetat




