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TO FIND YOUR WAY … WHAT ABOUT A GUIDED TOUR ?

Another website on 14-18 ? A training module for teachers? Some “crossing views”?

What can you find in this site?

How is it set out? How to use it?
Some introductory words to answer these questions and propose a guided tour to you,  in few stages… …

	1- ANOTHER WEBSITE ON 14-18 ? YES, BUT A TRAINING MODULE FOR TEACHERS ? YES,  BUT SOME “CROSSING VIEWS” ?


The main purpose of this module devoted to the teaching of the First World War is not to present a theoretical thought on the subject and on methodology, but to propose all the users of tools resources, concrete avenues, experience, documents and practices to tackle the subject in class. 
All the contributions coming from teachers, academic teachers, students, local historians, deal with their own countries but also with some others. They worked in close collaboration on events or documents tackling some precise themes. Thus, this is undoubtedly a job that is done “by Europeans”, for “Europeans” and whose aim is to go beyond a purely and simply national approach to this subject;
« Crossing views? »

With the partners from 7 different countries who are involved in this project, the views on this common subject “the First World War” or on some particular aspects meet each other and are even confronted.
By exploiting the resources proposed by each partner, the user will be able to compare their way of proceeding and their point of view, and get access to new documents, tackle other angles of the conflict, and above all, propose to pupils numerous approaches that are crossed and sometimes pluridisciplinary to treat the causes, events, characteristics and consequences of the First World War
.
The goal through these crossing views is to enable the users to compare the different approaches of the country partners, at teaching curricula level, (« national » perception sometimes), didactic and methodological approaches, and even pluridisciplinary ones.
« A training module »?
This module is a real « toolbox » with a varied content you have to get familiar with and use according to your needs: search for particular documents, new resources on a definite subject, the creation of a lesson plan on WWI, having the possibility to exploit the methodology, work avenues and methods proposed by other European teachers.
	2- « A TOOL BOX»? VARIED CONTENT? 

 « RESOURCES »? 
…WHAT CAN YOU FIND IN THIS TRAINING MODULE?


· Some analyses of documents and pedagogical exploitation avenues : postcards, posters, films, texts, monuments, specific thematic (peace treaties seen by China, Namibia or Korea) etc. The abundance and the origin of the documents and resources enable to go further than what can be found in a standard handbook designed according to standards and specific users markets.
· Some contributions dealing with subjects or specific aspects (ex : military cemeteries – the image of the soldier – commemorative plates in Germany, etc).
· Detailed lesson plans as they are really used in class and proposed by teachers of the countries partners. These full lesson plans (content, methodology and documents that are used) are available on the site:  the Work axis part: Axis 2 ». The specific content of these lesson plans are split up into the 5 parts of the module and their rubrics (headings). 

· Descriptions of the content, museology, pedagogical resources on museums devoted to the conflict (Imperial War Museum in London, Heeresgeschichtlisches Museum in Vienna, the Army Museum in Brussels…).
· Analyses of battle places and memory (the Somme,  Westhoek, Gorlicia Region, former Austrian Galicia, today in Poland, the Marasesti mausoleum in Romania…) – the marks of the conflict, sites to visit (museums ( Verdun memorial – the Great War Memorial in Péronne, In Flanders Fields in Iper… (Ypres), and the possibilities of pedagogical exploitation. 

· Links towards other websites and publications reference (tools, syntheses; dictionaries). The list is not exhaustive, but every reference that is proposed is, or has already been used by a teacher of partnership. 
All these constitute the “resources” that cover the conflict it its European and worldwide level that is at your disposal. All you have to do is to click on the reference you are interested in to have access to it directly. 
	3- HOW IS THIS MODULE SET OUT ? HOW TO FIND YOUR WAY ?



· The available resources are split up into five big parts.

· causes ;

· Key events and sequences of the conflict
· Characteristics and the total war aspects 

· Peace treaties and war consequences 
· Bibliography
· In the 4 parts : causes, events, characteristics and consequences, you will find some more detailed rubrics (ex : « causes » : you distinguish the different rubrics such as « political causes », « economic causes », « juridical or legal causes » and « military causes ».etc.
The resources are spread out in these different rubrics. According to its content that cannot be isolated, a resource can be found in several rubrics. Thus, this multiplies the access, consulting and use possibilities.

In each rubric, 4 categories of resources are distinguished: iconographic documents, texts and documents, other material traces and use/exploitation avenues. 
· A diagram for a better understanding …
	CAUSES


    

	General points

	Political
	Military
	Psychologic
	Démographic

	Juridicial
	Economic






	                                   Each rubric is divided into 4 categories of resources  

Iconographic documents
Texts and documents

Other material traces
Using /Exploitation avenues


	

	


· Each resource that is available is identified by means of a standardized reference: Title /topic of the contribution, language (a lot of forms are available in the language of the partner with a translation in French or English, the region that is concerned (possibly), the name of the person who provide the form, the school that is represented and the country of the contribution. 

Example :

- Bristish, Belgian, French and German military cemeteries located in the Westhoek/French (Ph. Plumet - AEDE/Belgium).
-   Postkart/Postcard, Ran an den Feind“, Kleiner Junge in Soldatenuniform, 1917 / “Approach the enemy“, Little boy in a soldier’s uniform, 1917 ( Deutsch / English)

 Deutschland /Germany,  Universität Duisburg-Essen, DE.
How to browse, the module plan...

CAUSES

· General points
· political
· military
· psychological
· demographic
· économic
KEY EVENTS/SEQUENCES OF THE CONFLICT
· general points
· the launching of the war
· battles / offensives

· Year 1917

· The conflict extension
· War goals 

· Pacifist movements 

· The end of the war
· Neutral states’ positions
CHARACTERISTICS  and  TOTAL WAR ASPECTS 
· General points
· Life and fight conditions at the front
· Human resources mobilization at the back and at the front
· The colonies’ mobilization 
· Economic resources mobilization 
· New weapons
· New objectives and forms of war 
· Propagand, the views on the « other one »
· Occupation, resistance an collaboration, the  « forgotten ones » (prisoners, refugees, deported prisoners, shot people, etc.)

· ideologies, religions

· Neutral states’ positions 

PEACE TREATIES AND WAR CONSEQUENCES 
· General points
· Peace treaties 
· Territorial changes in Europe
· Territorial consequences outside Europe and within the colonies.
· Demographic consequences 
· Social consequences (the women’s role – war veterans, etc)
· Economic consequences (ex : the states’ debts)
· Consequences on states domestic political life 
· The mid-term consequences on the evolution of European states and foreign relationship
· Mentalities (heroism, nationalism)
· les mentalités (héroïsation, nationalisme)

· traces and memory elements
BIBLIOGRAPHY (work and websites)
	4- HOW TO USE THIS MODULE? (Directions for use)



Some practical examples :
· You look for resources to prepare a lesson plan on the causes of the conflict :

· a simple « click » on the heading « causes » of the module to have access the all the rubrics (political, economic, military causes) and resources (iconographic documents, texts, pedagogical exploitation avenues, etc). 
· You want to go out into the field with your pupils in order to analyze a British military cemetery with them :

· peace treaties and war consequences> traces and memory elements> iconographic

documents + other material traces + exploitations avenues >two available resources:
   pedagogical file on « In Flanders Field » museum (in Iper) + Westhoek military    
  cemeteries analysis.

· You want to tackle the view on the end of the war and the armistice in resources on the victors’ side :

· Key events / sequences of the conflict > end of the war > texts and documents > Lavisse, History of France, third year, 1924: analysis form and excerpts of the book.
· You want to tackle the propaganda issue ( the use of children’s images in postcards for example) and the view on the « other one » resorting to resources coming from several different countries :
· Total war aspects and characteristics>propaganda + Iconographic documents + texts and documents + exploitation avenues > - You can use and add for this example, some resources coming from the different countries of the partnership.
· The approach can also be pluridisciplinary: Language teachers can find and use documents and most of the time a translated version in French, English, Romanian, Italian, Polish. Some examples: The letter from Benoît XV « as soon as » 1917 can be found in Italian and French; Jules Cambon’s text: « The peace » published in “l’écho de Paris” 29th June 1919 is available in French and German. Some accounts from soldiers are available too, in French, Italian and German…

· Other resources can be used by art subject teachers (Imanuel Geiss’ Text on « War requiem of Britten » or Karl Lotze’s drawings), or even the documents on Fritz Haber and the chemical war in science teaching. Some resources can also be of concern to human science teachers (propaganda methods) or economics (financial or demographic consequences of the conflict. 
�In order  to complete these « crossing views », you can also consult on  the site the compared analyses of the pedagogical standards that are peculiar to each country, such as curricula and pedagogical tools, mainly handbooks that are put at teachers’disposal.
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