“WHAT DOES THE CROSSING VIEWS METHODOLOGY CONCIST OF?”
The very goal of this method is a broader comprehension of the historical events and process that take into account the similarities and differences among different historical accounts or testimonies. At the same time, we can follow the comprehension of historical links among nations, among the bordering countries, or even among the “majority” and the “minorities” inside a state.  Indeed, there are:
. Lots of actors of history
. Lots of testimonies that refer to a same historical event or phenomenon;
. Numerous sensitive and controversial issues of history
. Different degrees of complexity of history. Nowadays, there are lots of debates relating to a better balance between national viewpoints and the approaches of local history, regional or European history.

The use of the crossing views methodology can provide to pupils a clearer and more comprehensible of what took place in history. It is vital that history teachers explain to their pupils the diversity of the contemporary world. Practically, we cannot say that a people, a nation or an ethnic group is and can live in complete autonomy.
. There is also the risk that if we elude this methodology of the crossing views, we may come to nationalistic or ethnocentric types of approaches that express a singular point of view. Each perspective/testimonies that relate to such or such historical event or fact must be put in the historical context that gives its birth.

.   It is very important that from these multiple perspectives on historical events we are able to develop our view on the “other” but also the relationship between “us” and “the others”.


. There are so many different testimonies or accounts relating to a same historical event or fact that it is very difficult to assert that only one view is the reflection of reality.
In the case of historical events, the pupils can get a better comprehension of what happened if we present them different testimonies or opinions, resorting to a comparison of patches that form a mosaic.
. History teachers must encourage pupils to use their own abilities to exercise a critical thought in order to choose between the different testimonies and interpretations of the teaching of history. 

Indeed, the use of the crossing views methodology implies such a type of relationship between the teacher and the pupils (the teacher playing a moderating role in the debates).


. Sometimes, history teachers put the stress on tragedies of national history and exaggerate when they speak about glory and national pride (this means that “the others”, neighbours, minorities etc. are “ab initio” too often considered of a secondary importance in the frame of the educational act).

. Sometimes, history teachers do not enough lay stress on the issues of history that are not directly linked to national history. For some of them, the fact that “the others” became the victims of history or that they suffered from the vicissitudes of history, is not of prime importance.

. History teachers should try to make their pupils understand that historians, handbooks authors, journalists, TV programmes producers, do not only present a mere account of historical events, but  try to express one or several interpretation of those facts or events. History teachers have to help the pupils understand and make distinction between historical events and the interpretation of these events.



. 


Literature, cinema, theatre, media offer numerous historical resources, therefore both history teachers and pupils will have to be prepared to  exploit them using in a critical way the crossing views methodology. Moreover, they improve the use of the site.
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